oo SPECIAL MEETING/Board Workshop
vpsiLanTi  Tuesday, July 10,2018 @ 6:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY 5CHOOLS

YCS Board of Education Meeting
YCS Central Office * 1885 Packard Road * Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 * (734)221-1230

Anti-Bias Work
Board Workshop Facilitated by lheoma Iruka, Ph.D.

AGENDA

. CALL TO ORDER | PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Il. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
[Il. PUBLIC COMMENTS #1

IV. ANTI-BIAS WORK | ANALYZING BOARD POLICY (Enc.)

Iheoma Iruka, Ph.D., Chief Research Innovation Officer
HighScope Educational Research Foundation

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS #2
VI. OTHER
Vil. BOARD/SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS

VIIl. ADJOURNMENT

This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s business and is not
to be considered a public community meeting. There is a time for public participation during the meeting.
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Ypsilanti Community Schools
Bylaws & Policies

5517 - ANTI-HARASSMENT

General Policy Statement

It is the policy of the Board of Education to maintain an education and work environment that is free from
all forms of unlawful harassment, including sexual harassment. This commitment applies to all School
District operations, programs, and activities. All students, administrators, teachers, staff, and all other
school personnel share responsibility for avoiding, discouraging, and reporting any form of unlawful
harassment. This policy applies to unlawful conduct occurring on school property, or at another location if
such conduct occurs during an activity sponsored by the Board.

The Board will vigorously enforce its prohibition against discriminatory harassment based on race, color,
national origin, sex (including sexual orientation and transgender identity), disability, age (except as
authorized by law), religion, height, weight, marital or family status, military status, ancestry, or genetic
information (collectively, "Protected Classes") that are protected by Federal civil rights laws (hereinafter
referred to as unlawful harassment), and encourages those within the School District community as well
as third parties, who feel aggrieved to seek assistance to rectify such problems. The Board will
investigate all allegations of unlawful harassment and in those cases where unlawful harassment is
substantiated, the Board will take immediate steps to end the harassment, prevent its recurrence, and
remedy its effects. Individuals who are found to have engaged in unlawful harassment will be subject to
appropriate disciplinary action.

For purposes of this policy, "School District community" means students, administrators, and professional
and support staff, as well as Board members, agents, volunteers, contractors, or other persons subject to
the control and supervision of the Board.

For purposes of this policy, "third parties" include, but are not limited to, guests and/or visitors on School
District property (e.g., visiting speakers, participants on opposing athletic teams, parents), vendors doing
business with, or seeking to do business with, the Board, and other individuals who come in contact with
members of the School District community at school-related events/activities (whether on or off School
District property).

Other Violations of the Anti-Harassment Policy

The Board will also take immediate steps to impose disciplinary action on individuals engaging in any of
the following prohibited acts:

A Retaliating against a person who has made a report or filed a complaint
alleging unlawful harassment, or who has participated as a witness in a
harassment investigation.

B. Filing a malicious or knowingly false report or complaint of unlawful
harassment.



C. Disregarding, failing to investigate adequately, or delaying investigation
of allegations of unlawful harassment, when responsibility for reporting
and/or investigating harassment charges comprises part of one's
supervisory duties.

Definitions
Bullying

Bullying rises to the level of unlawful harassment when one or more persons systematically and
chronically inflict physical hurt or psychological distress on one (1) or more students or employees and
the bullying is based upon one (1) or more Protected Classes, that is, characteristics that are protected by
Federal civil rights laws. It is defined as any unwanted and repeated written, verbal, or physical behavior,
including any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gesture, by an adult or student, that is severe or
pervasive enough to create an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational or work environment; cause
discomfort or humiliation, or unreasonably interfere with the individual's school or work performance or
participation; and may involve:

A teasing;

B. threats;

C. intimidation;
D. stalking;

E. cyberstalking;

cyberbullying;

G. physical violence;

H. theft;

I sexual, religious, or racial harassment;

J. public humiliation; or

K. destruction of property.

Harassment

Harassment means any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gesture, use of technology, or written,
verbal or physical conduct directed against a student or school employee that:



A places a student or school employee in reasonable fear of harm to
his/her person or damage to his/her property;

B. has the effect of substantially interfering with a student's educational
performance, opportunities, or benefits, or an employee's work
performance; or

C. has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of a
school.

Sexual Harassment

Pursuant to Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972,
"sexual harassment" is defined as:

Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual
nature, when:

A Submission to such conduct is made either implicitly or explicitly a term
or condition of an individual's employment, or status in a class,
educational program, or activity.

B. Submission or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used as the
basis for employment or educational decisions affecting such individual.

C. Such conduct has the purpose or effect of interfering with the individual's
work or educational performance; of creating an intimidating, hostile, or
offensive working, and/or learning environment; or of interfering with
one's ability to participate in or benefit from a class or an educational
program or activity.

Sexual harassment may involve the behavior of a person of either gender against a person of the same
or opposite gender.

Prohibited acts that constitute sexual harassment may take a variety of forms. Examples of the kinds of
conduct that may constitute sexual harassment include, but are not limited to:

A Unwelcome sexual propositions, invitations, solicitations, and flirtations.
B. Unwanted physical and/or sexual contact.
C. Threats or insinuations that a person's employment, wages, academic

grade, promotion, classroom work or assignments, academic status,
participation in athletics or extra-curricular programs or events, or other
conditions of employment or education may be adversely affected by not
submitting to sexual advances.



D. Unwelcome verbal expressions of a sexual nature, including graphic
sexual commentaries about a person's body, dress, appearance, or
sexual activities; the unweicome use of sexually degrading language,
jokes or innuendoes; unwelcome suggestive or insulting sounds or
whistles; obscene telephone calls.

E. Sexually suggestive objects, pictures, videotapes, audio recordings or
literature, placed in the work or educational environment, which may
embarrass or offend individuals.

F. Unwelcome and inappropriate touching, patting, or pinching; obscene
gestures.
G. A pattern of conduct, which can be subtle in nature, that has sexual

overtones and is intended to create or has the effect of creating
discomfort and/or humiliation to another.

H. Remarks speculating about a person's sexual activities or sexual history,
or remarks about one's own sexual activities or sexual history.

L. Inappropriate boundary invasions by a District employee or other adult
member of the School District community into a student's personal
space and personal life.

J. Verbal, nonverbal or physical aggression, intimidation, or hostility based
on sex or sex-stereotyping that does not involve conduct of a sexual
nature.

Not all behavior with sexual connotations constitutes unlawful sexual harassment. Sex-based or gender-
based conduct must be sufficiently severe, pervasive, and persistent such that it adversely affects, limits,
or denies an individual's employment or education, or such that it creates a hostile or abusive
employment or educational environment, or such that it is intended to, or has the effect of, denying or
limiting a student's ability to participate in or benefit from the educational program or activities.

NOTE: Sexual conduct/relationships with students by District employees or any
other adult member of the School District community is prohibited, and any
teacher, administrator, coach, or other school authority who engages in sexual
conduct with a student may also be guilty of the criminal charge of "sexual
battery.” The issue of consent is irrelevant in regard to such criminal charge
and/or with respect to the application of this policy to District employees or other
adult members of the School District community.

Race/Color Harassment

Prohibited racial harassment occurs when unwelcome physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct is based
upon an individual's race or color and when the conduct has the purpose or effect of interfering with the
individual's work or educational performance; of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working,
and/or learning environment; or of interfering with one's ability to participate in or benefit from a class or
an educational program or activity. Such harassment may occur where conduct is directed at the



characteristics of a person's race or color, such as racial slurs, nicknames implying stereotypes, epithets,
and/or negative references relative to racial customs.

Religious (Creed) Harassment

Prohibited religious harassment occurs when unwelcome physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct is based
upon an individual's religion or creed and when the conduct has the purpose or effect of interfering with
the individual's work or educational performance; of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working
and/or learning environment; or of interfering with one's ability to participate in or benefit from a class or
an educational program or activity. Such harassment may occur where conduct is directed at the
characteristics of a person's religious tradition, clothing, or surnames, and/or involves religious slurs.

National Origin/Ancestry Harassment

Prohibited national origin/ancestry harassment occurs when unwelcome physical, verbai, or nonverbal
conduct is based upon an individual's national origin or ancestry and when the conduct has the purpose
or effect of interfering with the individual's work or educational performance; of creating an intimidating,
hostile, or offensive working and/or learning environment; or of interfering with one's ability to participate
in or benefit from a class or an educational program or activity. Such harassment may occur where
conduct is directed at the characteristics of a person's national origin or ancestry, such as negative
comments regarding customs, manner of speaking, language, surnames, or ethnic slurs.

Disability Harassment

Prohibited disability harassment occurs when unwelcome physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct is based
upon an individual's disability and when the conduct has the purpose or effect of interfering with the
individual's work or educational performance; of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working
and/or learning environment; or of interfering with one's ability to participate in or benefit from a class or
an educational program or activity. Such harassment may occur where conduct is directed at the
characteristics of a person's disabling condition, such as negative comments about speech patterns,
movement, physical impairments or defects/appearances, or the like. Such harassment may further occur
where conduct is directed at or pertains to a person's genetic information.

Reports and Complaints of Harassing Conduct

Students and other members of the School District community and third parties are encouraged to
promptly report incidents of harassing conduct to a teacher, administrator, supervisor or other District
official so that the Board may address the conduct before it becomes severe, pervasive, or persistent.
Any teacher, administrator, supervisor, or other District employee or official who receives such a
complaint shall file it with the District's Anti-Harassment Compliance Officer within two (2) school days.

Members of the School District community, which includes students, or third parties who believe they
have been unlawfully harassed are entitled to utilize the Board's complaint process that is set forth below.
Initiating a complaint, whether formally or informally, will not adversely affect the complaining individual's
employment or participation in educational or extra-curricular programs. While there are no time limits for
initiating complaints of harassment under this policy, individuals should make every effort to file a
complaint as soon as possible after the conduct occurs while the facts are known and potential witnesses
are available.

If, during an investigation of alleged bullying, aggressive behavior and/or harassment in accordance with
Policy 5517.01 — Bullying and Other Forms of Aggressive Behavior, the Principal believes that the
reported misconduct may have created a hostile learning environment and may have constituted unlawful
discriminatory harassment based on a Protected Class, the Principal shall report the act of bullying,



aggressive behavior and/or harassment to one of the Anti-Harassment Compliance Officers who shall
investigate the allegation in accordance with this policy. While the Compliance Officer investigates the
allegation, the Principal shall suspend his/her Policy 5517.01 investigation to await the Compliance
Officer's written report. The Compliance Officer shall keep the Principal informed of the status of
Policy 5517 investigation and provide him/her with a copy of the resulting written report.

Anti-Harassment Compliance Officers

The Board designates the following individuals to serve as "Anti-Harassment Compliance Officers” for the
District. They are hereinafter referred to as the "Compliance Officers."

Scott Johnson Concetta Lewis

Chief Financial Officer Special Education Director
734-221-1230 734-221-1953

1885 Packard Road 1555 W. Cross Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 Ypsilanti, Ml 48197
sjohnson@ycschools.us clewis@ycschools.us

The names, titles, and contact information of these individuals will be published annually:

A in the School District Annual Report to the public.

B. on the School District's web site.

The Compliance Officers will be available during regular school/work hours to discuss concerns related to
unlawful harassment, to assist students, other members of the District community, and third parties who
seek support or advice when informing another individual about "unwelcome” conduct, or to intercede
informally on behalf of the student, other member of the School District community or third party in those
instances where concerns have not resulted in the filing of a formal complaint and where all parties are in
agreement to participate in an informal process.

Compliance Officers shall accept complaints of unlawful harassment directly from any member of the
School District community or a visitor to the District, or receive complaints that are initially filed with a
school building administrator. Upon receipt of a complaint either directly or through a school building
administrator, a Compliance Officer will begin either an informal or formal process (depending on the
request of the person alleging the harassment or the nature of the alleged harassment), or the
Compliance Officer will designate a specific individual to conduct such a process. In the case of a formal
complaint, the Compliance Officer will prepare recommendations for the Superintendent or will oversee
the preparation of such recommendations by a designee. All members of the School District community
must report incidents of harassment that are reported to them to the Compliance Officer within two (2)
business days of learning of the incident.

Any Board employee who directly observes unlawful harassment of a student is obligated, in accordance
with this policy, to report such observations to one of the Compliance Officers within two (2) business
days. Additionally, any Board employee who observes an act of unlawful harassment is expected to
intervene to stop the harassment, unless circumstances make such an intervention dangerous, in which
case the staff member should immediately notify other Board employees and/or local law enforcement
officials, as necessary, to stop the harassment. Thereafter, the Compliance Officer or designee must
contact the student, if age eighteen (18) or older, or the student's parents if under the age eighteen (18),
within two (2) school days to advise s/he/them of the Board's intent to investigate the alleged misconduct,



including the obligation of the Compliance Officer or designee to conduct an investigation following all the
procedures outlined for a formal complaint.

Investigation and Complaint Procedure

Any student who believes that s/he has been subjected to unlawful harassment may seek resolution of
his/her complaint through either the informal or formal procedures as described below. Further, a process
for investigating claims of harassment or retaliation and a process for rendering a decision regarding
whether the claim of legally prohibited harassment or retaliation was substantiated are set forth below.

Due to the sensitivity surrounding complaints of unlawful harassment or retaliation, time lines are flexible
for initiating the complaint process; however, individuals should make every effort to file a complaint
within thirty (30) calendar days after the conduct occurs while the facts are known and potential witnesses
are available. Once the formal complaint process is begun, the investigation will be completed in a timely
manner (ordinarily, within fifteen (15) business days of the complaint being received).

The informal and formal procedures set forth below are not intended to interfere with the rights of a
student to pursue a complaint of unlawful harassment or retaliation with the United States Department of
Education Office for Civil Rights.

Informal Complaint Procedure

The goal of the informal complaint procedure is to stop inappropriate behavior and to investigate and
facilitate resolution through an informal means, if possible. The informal complaint procedure is provided
as a less formal option for a student who believes s/he has been unlawfully harassed or retaliated
against. This informal procedure is not required as a precursor to the filing of a formal complaint.

Students who believe that they have been unlawfully harassed may initiate their complaint through this
informal complaint process, but are not required to do so. The informal process is only available in those
circumstances where the parties (alleged target of harassment and alleged harasser(s)) agree to
participate in the informal process.

Students who believe that they have been unlawfully harassed or retaliated may proceed immediately to
the formal complaint process and individuals who seek resolution through the informal procedure may
request that the informal process be terminated at any time to move to the formal complaint process.

However, all complaints of harassment involving a District employee or any other adult member of the
School District community against a student will be formally investigated. Similarly, any allegations of
sexual violence will be formally investigated.

As an initial course of action, if a student feels that s/he is being unlawfully harassed and s/he is able and
feels safe doing so, the individual should tell or otherwise inform the harasser that the conduct is
unwelcome and must stop. Such direct communication should not be utilized in circumstances involving
sexual violence. The complaining individual should address the allegedly harassing conduct as soon after
it occurs as possible. The Compliance Officers are available to support and counsel individuals when
taking this initial step or to intervene on behalf of the individual if requested to do so. An individual who is
uncomfortable or unwilling to inform the harasser of his/her complaint is not prohibited from otherwise
filing an informal or a formal complaint. In addition, with regard to certain types of uniawful harassment,
such as sexual harassment, the Compliance Officer may advise against the use of the informal complaint
process.

A student who believes she/he has been unlawfully harassed may make an informal complaint, either
orally or in writing: (1) to a teacher, other employee, or building administrator in the school the student



attends; (2) to the Superintendent or other District-level employee; and/or (3) directly to one of the
Compliance Officers.

All informal complaints must be reported to one of the Compliance Officers who will either facilitate an
informal resolution as described below on his/her own, or appoint another individual to facilitate an
informal resolution.

The School District's informal complaint procedure is designed to provide students who believe they are
being unlawfully harassed with a range of options designed to bring about a resolution of their concerns.
Depending upon the nature of the complaint and the wishes of the student claiming unlawful harassment,
informal resolution may involve, but not be limited to, one or more of the following:

A Advising the student about how to communicate the unwelcome nature
of the behavior to the alleged harasser.

B. Distributing a copy of the anti-harassment policy as a reminder to the
individuals in the school building or office where the individual whose
behavior is being questioned works or attends.

C. If both parties agree, the Compliance Officer may arrange and facilitate
a meeting between the student claiming harassment and the individual
accused of harassment to work out a mutual resolution. Such a meeting
is not appropriate in circumstances involving sexual violence.

While there are no set time limits within which an informal complaint must be resolved, the Compliance
Officer or designee will exercise his/her authority to attempt to resolve all informal complaints within
fifteen (15) business days of receiving the informal complaint. Parties who are dissatisfied with the results
of the informal complaint process may proceed to file a formal complaint. And, as stated above, parties
may request that the informal process be terminated at any time to move to the formal complaint process.

All materials generated as part of the informal complaint process will be retained by the Compliance
Officers in accordance with the School Board's records retention policy and/or Student Records policy.
(See Policy 8310 and Policy 8330.)

Formal Complaint Procedure

If a complaint is not resolved through the informal complaint process, if one of the parties has requested
that the informal complaint process be terminated to move to the formal complaint process, or if the
student elects to file a formal complaint initially, the formal complaint process shall be implemented.

A student who believes s/he has been subjected to offensive conduct/harassment/retaliation hereinafter
referred to as the "Complainant," may file a formal complaint, either orally or in writing, with a teacher,
principal, or other District employee at the student’s school, the Compliance Officer, Superintendent, or
another District employee who works at another school or at the district level. Due to the sensitivity
surrounding complaints of unlawful harassment and retaliation, timelines are flexible for initiating the
complaint process; however, individuals should make every effort to file a complaint within thirty (30)
calendar days after the conduct occurs while the facts are known and potential witnesses are available. If
a Complainant informs a teacher, principal, or other District employee at the student's school,
Superintendent, or other District employee, either orally or in writing, about any complaint of harassment
or retaliation, that employee must report such information to the Compliance Officer or designee within
two (2) business days.



Throughout the course of the process, the Compliance Officer should keep the parties informed of the
status of the investigation and the decision-making process.

All formal complaints must include the following information to the extent it is available: the identity of the
individual believed to have engaged in, or be engaging in, offensive conduct/harassment/retaliation; a
detailed description of the facts upon which the complaint is based; a list of potential witnesses; and the
resolution sought by the Complainant.

If the Complainant is unwilling or unable to provide a written statement including the information set forth
above, the Compliance Officer shall ask for such details in an oral interview. Thereafter, the Compliance
Officer will prepare a written summary of the oral interview, and the Complainant will be asked to verify
the accuracy of the reported charge by signing the document.

Upon receiving a formal complaint, the Compliance Officer will consider whether any action should be
taken in the investigatory phase to protect the Complainant from further harassment or retaliation,
including, but not limited to, a change of work assignment or schedule for the Complainant and/or the
alleged harasser. In making such a determination, the Compliance Officer should consult the
Complainant to assess his/her agreement to the proposed action. If the Complainant is unwilling to
consent to the proposed change, the Compliance Officer may still take whatever actions s/he deem
appropriate in consultation with the Superintendent. .

Within two (2) business days of receiving the complaint, the Compliance Officer or a designee will initiate
a formal investigation to determine whether the Complainant has been subjected to offensive
conduct/harassment/retaliation.

Simultaneously, the Compliance Officer will inform the individual alleged to have engaged in the
harassing or retaliatory conduct, hereinafter referred to as the "Respondent,” that a complaint has been
received. The Respondent will be informed about the nature of the allegations and provided with a copy
of any relevant administrative guidelines, including the Board's Anti-Harassment policy. The Respondent
must also be informed of the opportunity to submit a written response to the complaint within five (5)
business days.

Although certain cases may require additional time, the Compliance Officer or a designee will attempt to
complete an investigation into the allegations of harassment/retaliation within fifteen (15) business days of
receiving the formal complaint. The investigation will include:

A interviews with the Complainant;
B. interviews with the Respondent;
C. interviews with any other witnesses who may reasonably be expected to

have any information relevant to the allegations;

D. consideration of any documentation or other information presented by
the Complainant, Respondent, or any other witness that is reasonably
believed to be relevant to the allegations.

At the conclusion of the investigation, the Compliance Officer or the designee shall prepare and deliver a
written report to the Superintendent that summarizes the evidence gathered during the investigation and

provides recommendations based on the evidence and the definition of unlawful harassment as provided
in Board policy and State and Federal law as to whether the Complainant has been subjected to unlawful
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harassment. The Compliance Officer's recommendations must be based upon the totality of the
circumstances, including the ages and maturity levels of those involved. In determining if discriminatory
harassment or retaliation occurred, a preponderance of evidence standard will be used.

Absent extenuating circumstances, within ten (10) school days of receiving the report of the Compliance
Officer or the designee, the Superintendent must either issue a final decision regarding whether the
complaint of harassment has been substantiated or request further investigation. A copy of the
Superintendent's final decision will be delivered to both the Complainant and the Respondent.

If the Superintendent requests additional investigation, the Superintendent must specify the additional
information that is to be gathered, and such additional investigation must be completed within ten (10)
school days. At the conclusion of the additional investigation, the Superintendent shall issue a final written
decision as described above.

A Complainant or Respondent who is dissatisfied with the final decision of the Superintendent may
appeal through a signed written statement to the Board within five (5) business days of his/her receipt of
the Superintendent's final decision.

In an attempt to resolve the complaint, the Board shall meet with the concerned parties and their
representatives within twenty (20) business days of the receipt of such an appeal. A copy of the Board's
disposition of the appeal shall be sent to each concerned party within ten (10) business days of this
meeting. The decision of the Board will be final.

The Board reserves the right to investigate and resolve a complaint or report of unlawful
harassment/retaliation regardless of whether the student alleging the unlawful harassment/retaliation
pursues the complaint. The Board also reserves the right to have the formal complaint investigation
conducted by an external person in accordance with this policy or in such other manner as deemed
appropriate by the Board or its designee.

Privacy/Confidentiality

The School District will employ all reasonable efforts to protect the rights of the complainant, the
individual(s) against whom the complaint is filed, and the witnesses as much as possible, consistent with
the Board's legal obligations to investigate, to take appropriate action, and to conform with any discovery
or disclosure obligations. All records generated under the terms of this policy and its related
administrative guidelines shall be maintained as confidential to the extent permitted by law.
Confidentiality, however, cannot be guaranteed. All Complainants proceeding through the formal
investigation process will be advised that their identities may be disclosed to the Respondent.

During the course of a formal investigation, the Compliance Officer or his/her designee will instruct all
members of the School District community and third parties who are interviewed about the importance of
maintaining confidentiality. Any individual who is interviewed as part of a harassment investigation is
expected not to disclose any information that s/he learns or that s/he provides during the course of the
investigation.

All records created as a part of an investigation of a complaint of harassment will be maintained by the
Compliance Officer in accordance with the Board's records retention policy. Any records that are
considered student education records in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
or under Michigan’s student records law will be maintained in a manner consistent with the provisions of
the Federal and State law.

Sanctions and Monitoring
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The Board shall vigorously enforce its prohibitions against unlawful harassment by taking appropriate
action reasonably calculated to stop the harassment and prevent further such harassment. While
observing the principles of due process, a violation of this policy may result in disciplinary action up to and
including the discharge of an employee or the suspension/expulsion of a student. All disciplinary action
will be taken in accordance with applicable State law and the terms of the relevant collective bargaining
agreement(s). When imposing discipline, the Superintendent shall consider the totality of the
circumstances involved in the matter, including the ages and maturity levels of those involved. In those
cases where unlawful harassment is not substantiated, the Board may consider whether the alleged
conduct nevertheless warrants discipline in accordance with other Board policies, consistent with the
terms of the relevant collective bargaining agreement(s).

Where the Board becomes aware that a prior remedial action has been taken against a member of the
School District community, all subsequent sanctions imposed by the Board and/or Superintendent shall
be reasonably calculated to end such conduct, prevent its reoccurrence, and remedy its effects.

Retaliation

Any act of retaliation against a person who has made a report or filed a complaint alleging unlawful
harassment, or who has participated as a witness in a harassment investigation is prohibited.

Allegations Constituting Criminal Conduct: Child Abuse/Sexual Misconduct

State law requires any school teacher or school employee who knows or suspects that a student with a
disability who is twenty-six (26) years or younger or a student under the age of eighteen (18) has suffered
or faces a threat of suffering a physical or mental wound, disability or condition of a nature that
reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of a child to immediately report that knowledge or suspicion to the
county children's services agency. If, during the course of a harassment investigation, the Compliance
Officer or a designee has reason to believe or suspect that the alleged conduct reasonably indicates
abuse or neglect of the Complainant, a report of such knowledge must be made in accordance with State
law and Board Policy.

Any reports made to a county children's services agency or to local law enforcement shall not terminate
the Compliance Officer or a designee's obligation and responsibility to continue to investigate a complaint
of harassment. While the Compliance Officer or a designee may work cooperatively with outside agencies
to conduct concurrent investigations, in no event shall the harassment investigation be inhibited by the
involvement of outside agencies without good cause after consultation with the Superintendent.

Education and Training

in support of this Anti-Harassment Policy, the Board promotes preventative educational measures to
create greater awareness of unlawful discriminatory practices. The Superintendent or designee shall
provide appropriate information to all members of the School District community related to the
implementation of this policy and shall provide training for District students and staff where appropriate.
All training, as well as information provided regarding the Board's policy and harassment in general, will
be age and content appropriate.

Titles VI and VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.
20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq., The Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEIA)

20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.

29 U.S.C. 794, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended

29 U.S.C. 6101, The Age Discrimination Act of 1975

42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.
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42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.

42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq., Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended
42 U.S.C. 1983

42 U.S.C. 2000ff et seq., The Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act
29 C.F.R. Part 1635

Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. 794

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.
The Handicappers’ Civil Rights Act, M.C.L. 37.1101 et seq.

The Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, M.C.L. 37.2101, et seq.

Policies on Bullying, Michigan State Board of Education, 7-19-01

Model Anti-Bullying Policy, Michigan State Board of Education, 09-2006
National School Boards Association Inquiry and Analysis — May 2008

Revised 11/3/14

© Neola 2014
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Ypsilanti Community Schools
Bylaws & Policies

§517.01 - BULLYING AND OTHER AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR TOWARD
STUDENTS

It is the policy of the District to provide a safe and nurturing educational environment for all of its students.

This policy protects all students from bullying/aggressive behavior regardless of the subject matter or
motivation for such impermissible behavior.

Bullying or other aggressive behavior toward a student, whether by other students, staff, or third parties,
including Board members, parents, guests, contractors, vendors, and volunteers, is strictly prohibited.
This prohibition includes written, physical, verbal, and psychological abuse, including hazing, gestures,
comments, threats, or actions to a student, which cause or threaten to cause bodily harm, reasonable
fear for personal safety or personal degradation.

Demonstration of appropriate behavior, treating others with civility and respect, and refusing to tolerate
harassment or bullying is expected of administrators, faculty, staff, and volunteers to provide positive
examples for student behavior.

This policy applies to all "at school" activities in the District, including activities on school property, in a
school vehicle, and those occurring off school property, if the student or employee is at any school-
sponsored, school-approved or school-related activity or function, such as field trips or athletic events
where students are under the school’s control, or where an employee is engaged in school business.
Misconduct occurring outside of school may also be disciplined if it interferes with the school
environment.

Notification

Notice of this policy will be annually circulated to and posted in conspicuous locations in all school
buildings and departments within the District and discussed with students, as well as incorporated into the
teacher, student, and parent/guardian handbooks. State and Federal rights posters on discrimination and
harassment shall also be posted at each building. All new hires will be required to review and sign off on
this policy and the related complaint procedure.

Parents or legal guardians of the alleged victim(s), as well as of the alleged aggressor(s), shall be
promptly notified of any complaint or investigation as well as the results of the investigation to the extent
consistent with student confidentiality requirements. A record of the time and form of notice or attempts at
notice shall be kept in the investigation file.

To the extent appropriate and/or legally permitted, confidentiality will be maintained during the
investigation process. However, a proper investigation will, in some circumstances, require the disclosure
of names and allegations. Further, the appropriate authorities may be notified, depending on the nature of
the complaint and/or the results of the investigation.

Reporting
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No later than May 30, 2015, the District shall submit to the Department of Education a copy of this Policy.

The District shall report incidents of bullying to the Department of Education on an annual basis according
to the form and procedures established by the Department of Education.

Should this Policy be amended or otherwise modified, the District shall submit a copy of the amended or
modified Policy to the Department of Education no later than thirty (30) days after adopting the
modification.

Implementation

The Superintendent is responsible to implement this policy, and may develop further guidelines, not
inconsistent with this policy.

This policy is not intended to and should not be interpreted to interfere with legitimate free speech rights
of any individual. However, the District reserves the right and responsibility to maintain a safe
environment for students, conducive to learning and other legitimate objectives of the school program.

Procedure

Any student who believes s/he has been or is the victim of bullying, hazing, or other aggressive behavior
should immediately report the situation to the Principal or assistant principal. The student may also report
concerns to a teacher or counselor who will be responsible for notifying the appropriate administrator or
Board official. Complaints against the building principal should be filed with the Superintendent.
Complaints against the Superintendent should be filed with the Board President.

A student may also submit a report or complaint to any of the above designated individuals through email,
voicemail, regular mail or by leaving a sealed note addressed to the individual at that person's office or
desk. The student may submit a report or complaint anonymously, but this may affect the ability to fully
investigate the matter, when the complaining student is not available to provide additional information
during the course of the investigation.

The identity of a student who reports bullying, hazing or aggressive behavior, as well as those students
who provide information during an investigation will remain confidential to the extent possible and to the
extent allowable by law. Only school personnel directly involved in the investigation of the complaint or
responsible for remedying any violations will be provided access to the identity of the complaining
student(s) and student witnesses, and then only to the extent necessary to effectively deal with the
situation.

The identity of the student who files the report or complaint will not be voluntarily shared with the alleged
perpetrator(s) or the witnesses unless the student (and his/her parent/guardian) give written permission to
do so. Any investigation report will likewise not be voluntarily produced with the names of the reporting
student(s) or witnesses. However, under certain circumstances, the District may be required by law to
disclose the report and/or the student(s) names. Also, under certain circumstances, the identity of the
reporting student may become obvious even without disclosure by school personnel.

Every student is encouraged, and every staff member is required, to report any situation that they believe
to be aggressive behavior directed toward a student. Reports shall be made to those identified above.
While reports may be made anonymously, but formal disciplinary action may not be taken solely on the
basis of an anonymous report without other corroborating evidence.
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The Principal (or other designated administrator) shall promptly investigate and document all complaints
about bullying, aggressive or other behavior that may violate this policy. The investigation must be
completed as promptly as the circumstances permit after a report or complaint is made.

If the investigation finds an instance of bullying or aggressive behavior has occurred, it will result in
prompt and appropriate remedial action. This may include up to expulsion for students, up to discharge
for employees, exclusion for parents, guests, volunteers and contractors, and removal from any official
position and/or a request to resign for Board members. Individuals may also be referred to law
enforcement or other appropriate officials.

The individual responsible for conducting the investigation shall document all reported incidents and
report all verified incidents of bullying, aggressive or other prohibited behavior, as well as any remedial
action taken, including disciplinary actions and referrals, to the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall
submit a compiled report to the Board on an annual basis.

Non-Retaliation/False Reports

Retaliation or false allegations against any person who reports, is thought to have reported, files a
complaint, participates in an investigation or inquiry concerning allegations of bullying or aggressive
behavior (as a witness or otherwise), or is the target of the bullying or aggressive behavior being
investigated, is prohibited and will not be tolerated. Such retaliation shall be considered a serious violation
of Board policy, independent of whether a complaint of bullying is substantiated. Suspected retaliation
should be reported in the same manner as bullying/aggressive behavior.

Making intentionally false reports about bullying/aggressive behavior for the purpose of getting someone
in trouble is similarly prohibited and will not be tolerated. Retaliation and intentionally false reports may
result in disciplinary action as indicated above.

Prevention/Training

The Superintendent shall establish a program or other initiatives involving school staff, students, clubs or
other student groups, administrators, volunteers, parents, law enforcement, community members, and
other stakeholders, aimed at the prevention of bullying or other aggressive behavior.

Definitions

The following definitions are provided for guidance only. If a student or other individual believes there has
been bullying, hazing, harassment or other aggressive behavior, regardless of whether it fits a particular
definition, s/he should report it immediately and allow the administration to determine the appropriate
course of action.

"Aggressive behavior" is defined as inappropriate conduct that is repeated enough, or serious
enough, to negatively impact a student's educational, physical, or emotional well-being. Such behavior
includes, for example, bullying, hazing, stalking, intimidation, menacing, coercion, name-calling, taunting,
making threats, and hitting/pushing/shoving.

"At School" is defined as in a classroom, elsewhere on school premises, on a school bus or other
school-related vehicle, or at a school-sponsored activity or event whether or not it is held on school

premises. It also includes conduct using a telecommunications access device or telecommunications
service provider that occurs off school premises if either owned by or under the control of the District.
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"Bullying" is defined as any written, verbal, or physical acts, including cyber bullying (i.e. any
electronic communication, including, but not limited to electronically transmitted acts, such as internet,
telephone or cell phone, personal digital assistant (PDA), or wireless hand held device) that, without
regard to its subject matter or motivating animus, is intended or that a reasonable person would know is
likely to harm one (1) or more students either directly or indirectly by doing any of the following:

A substantially interfering with educational opportunities, benefits, or
programs of one (1) or more students;

B. adversely affecting the ability of a student to participate in or benefit from
the school district's educational programs or activities by placing the
student in reasonable fear of physical harm or by causing substantial
emotional distress;

C. having an actual and substantial detrimental effect on a student's
physical or mental health; and/or

D. causing substantial disruption in, or substantial interference with, the
orderly operation of the school.

Bullying can be physical, verbal, psychological, or a combination of all three. Some examples of bullying
are:

A Physical — hitting, kicking, spitting, pushing, pulling; taking and/or
damaging personal belongings or extorting money, blocking or impeding
student movement, unwelcome physical contact.

B. Verbal - taunting, malicious teasing, insulting, name calling, making
threats.
C. Psychological — spreading rumors, manipulating social relationships,

coercion, or engaging in social exclusion/shunning, extortion, or
intimidation. This may occur in a number of different ways, including but
not limited to notes, emails, social media postings, and graffiti.

"Harassment" includes, but is not limited to, any act which subjects an individual or group to
unwanted, abusive behavior of a nonverbal, verbal, written or physical nature, often on the basis of age,
race, religion, color, national origin, marital status or disability, but may also include sexual orientation,
physical characteristics (e.g., height, weight, complexion), cultural background, socioeconomic status, or
geographic location (e.g., from rival school, different state, rural area, city, etc.).

"Intimidation/Menacing" includes, but is not limited to, any threat or act intended to: place a person
in fear of physical injury or offensive physical contact; to substantially damage or interfere with person's
property; or to intentionally interfere with or block a person's movement without good reason.

"Staff" includes all school employees and Board members.
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"Third parties" include, but are not limited to, coaches, school volunteers, parents, school visitors,
service contractors, vendors, or others engaged in District business, and others not directly subject to
school control at inter-district or intra-district athletic competitions or other school events.

For further definition and instances that could possibly be construed as:

Harassment, see Policy §517,;
Hazing, see Policy 5516.

M.C.L. 380.1310B (Matt's Safe School Law, PA 241 of 2011), PA 478 of 2014
Policies on Bullying, Michigan State Board of Education
Model Anti-Bullying Policy, Michigan State Board of Education

Revised 6/30/15

© Neola 2015
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Ypsilanti Community Schools
Bylaws & Policies

5200 - ATTENDANCE

The Board of Education as an agency of the State is required to enforce the regular attendance of
students. The Board recognizes that the presence in the classroom enables the student to participate in
instruction, class discussions, and other related activities. As such, regular attendance and classroom
participation are integral to instilling incentives for the student to excel.

Attendance shall be required of all District students, except those exempted under Policy §223 or by other
provisions of State law, during the days and hours that the school is in session.

The Superintendent shall require, from the parent of each student or from an adult student who has been
absent for any reason, a written statement and/or confirmation of the cause for such absence. The Board
reserves the right to verify such statements and to investigate the cause of each:

A single absence;
B. prolonged absence;
C. repeated unexplained absence and tardiness.

The Board may report to the Intermediate School District infractions of the law regarding the attendance
of students below the age of sixteen (16). Repeated infractions of Board policy requiring the attendance
of enrolled students may result in the suspension or expulsion of the student from the District program.

The Board considers the following factors to be reasonable excuses for time missed at school:

A illness

B. recovery from accident

C. required court attendance

D. professional appointments

E. death in the immediate family

F. observation or celebration of a bona fide religious holiday
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G. such other good cause as may be acceptable to the Superintendent

Attendance need not always be within the school facilities, but a student will be considered to be in
attendance if present at any place where school is in session by authority of the Board.

Such guidelines should provide that a student's grade in any course is based on his/her performance in
the instructional setting and is not reduced for reasons of conduct. If a student violates the attendance or
other rules of the school, s/he should be disciplined appropriately for the misconduct, but his/her grades
should be based upon what the student can demonstrate s/he has learned.

M.C.L. 380.1561, 380.1561(3a-3c), 380.1586(3)

© Neola 2012
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Ypsilanti Community Schools
Bylaws & Policies

5460 - GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

It shall be the policy of the Board of Education to acknowledge each student's successful completion of
the instructional program or a personal curriculum appropriate to the achievement of District goals and
objectives as well as personal proficiency, by the awarding of a diploma at graduation ceremonies.

The Board shall annually notify each of its students and a parent or legal guardian of each of its students
that all students are entitled to a personal curriculum. The annual notice shall include an explanation of
what a personal curriculum is and state that if a personal curriculum is requested, the public school or
public school academy will grant that request. The District shall provide this annual notice to parent and
legal guardians by sending a written notice to each student’s home or by including the notice in a
newsletter, student handbook, or similar communication that is sent to a student’s home, and also shall
post the notice on the District website.

The Board shall award a regular high school diploma to every student enrolled in this District who meets
the requirements of graduation established by this Board, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE),
and as provided by State law.

Credit may be earned by:

A. traditional course work;

B. demonstrating mastery of subject area content expectations or
guidelines for the credit;

C. related course work in which content standards are embedded;
D. non-traditional course work;

E. independent teacher-guided study;

F. testing out;

G. dual enroliment;

H. advanced placement courses;
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I international baccalaureate or other "early college" programs; or

J. Michigan Department of Education (MDE)-approved formal career and
technical (CTE) program or curriculum.

K. on-line class

Students shall successfully complete an on-line course or learning experience OR shall have the on-line
learning experience incorporated into each of the required credits of the Michigan Merit Curriculum.

Special education students who properly complete the programs specified in their I.E.P., or in a personal
curriculum, and meet the requirements for a high school diploma, and have received the recommendation
of the |.E.P.C. may participate in graduation activities as recommended by the student's |.E.P.C.
Reasonable accommodation shall be made for students with disabilities, as defined under State or
Federal law, to assist them in taking any required tests or assessments for graduation.

For State-mandated curriculum requirements, a student shall be granted credit toward graduation if s/he
successfully completes the subject area content expectations or guidelines developed by the department
that apply to the credit. A student may also receive credit if s/he earns a qualifying score, as determined
by the State on the assessments developed or selected for the subject area by the State or the student
earns a qualifying score, as determined by the District on one or more assessments developed or
selected by the School District that measure a student's understanding of the subject area content
expectations or guidelines that apply to the credit. For subject areas and courses in which a final
examination is used as the assessment for successful attainment of the subject area content, a grade of
C+ or better is required.

The Board shall grant credit toward high school graduation for any student who successfully completes,
prior to entering high school, a State-mandated curriculum requirement, provided s/he completes the
same content requirements as the high school subject area, and the student has demonstrated the same
level of proficiency on the material as required of the high school students.

For elective courses, which are not State-mandated curriculum requirements, the Board shall grant credit
to any high school student who is not enrolled in the course, but has exhibited a reasonable level of
knowledge of the subject matter of the course by achieving C+ or better in the final exam for the course,
or, if there is no final exam, through the basic assessment used for the course, which may consist of a
portfolio, paper, project, presentation or other established means.

Such credit shall be counted toward the required number of credits needed for graduation. Mastery
credits shall be counted toward any subject area requirement and any course sequence requirement.
Once mastery credit is earned in a subject area, a student may not receive further credit for a lower
sequence course in the same subject area.

A high school student shall be granted credit in any foreign language not offered by the District providing
the student meets the competency criteria established by the Superintendent.

The career and technical education credits may include work-based learning by a student working at a
business or other work setting with appropriate oversight by the District over the student’s experience and
learning in the work setting in which the work-based learning occurs.

Commencement exercises will include only those students who have successfully completed
requirements as certified by the high school principal. No student who has completed the requirements
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for graduation shall be denied a diploma as a disciplinary measure. A student may be denied participation
in the ceremony of graduation, however, when personal conduct so warrants.

M.C.L. 380.1166, 380.1278a(1), 380.1278a(2), 380.1278a(4)(c), 380.1279b
20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.
20 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.

29 U.S.C. 794
42 U.S.C. 12131 et seq.

Revised 6/30/15

© Neola 2015
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5510 - STUDENTS — SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY; CRIMINAL
CONVICTIONS

Students who are convicted of criminal conduct which requires their listing on the State's Sexual Offender
Registry, shall be prohibited from participating in:

A. all extracurricular activities;

B. all in-school activities which deal with younger students, such as
tutoring, classroom assistance, coaching, etc.;

C. after school social activities, such as attendance at school-sponsored
clubs, dances, athletic events, musical or theatrical performances, or
outside clubs or activities, which meet on school property such as Girl or
Boy Scouts, non-school athletics or religious/political groups;

D. activities as designated in writing by the Superintendent.

Any exceptions to the above exclusions must be approved by the Superintendent.

Any exceptions must be confirmed in writing by the authorizing individual, and must specifically state any
requirements for participation, such as parental or adult supervision. The writing shall be provided to the
parent, student, principal and Superintendent. Exceptions may be revoked at any time, with cause.

The school principal may also adjust the student's classes and schedule to provide for adequate
supervision and student safety during the school day.

Additional restrictions on in-school activity and student contacts may be implemented by the building's
principal, with approval from the Superintendent. Such restrictions shall be based on student/school
safety and/or maintaining an appropriate educational environment. Restrictions will be in writing and
provided to the student, parents/guardian and those staff with a need to know.

Such students shall only be on school premises as necessary for normal instructional purposes, or as
permitted under any exceptions granted by the District. Students shall not arrive earlier than necessary
and shall leave promptly upon completion of their approved attendance.

Students who have been convicted of a crime shall be reviewed by the District administration for possible
limitation of school related activities consistent with the nature of the crime and the interest of the District
in maintaining school safety.

M.C.L. 28.721 et al.

© Neola 2012
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O 7420
O 7430
O 7434
O 7440
O 7440.01
O 7450
O 7455
O 7460
07510
O 7540.01
O 7540.02
G 7540.03
O 7540.04
O 7540.05
O 7540.07
0 7540.08
D 7545

Weapons

Gifts, Grants, and Bequests

Sponsorship Agreements

Commemoration and Naming of School Facilities
Disposition of Real Property

Disposition of Surplus Property

Maintenance

Hygienic Management

Safety Standards

Use of Tobacco on School Premises

Facility Security

Video Surveillance and Electronic Monitoring
Property Inventory

Accounting System for Fixed Assets
Conservation of Natural and Material Resources
Use of School Facilities

Technology Privacy

District Web Page

Student Education Technology Acceptable Use and Safety
Staff Education Technology Acceptable Use and Safety
Electronic Mail

Personal Internet Account Privacy - Students
Personal Internet Account Privacy - Staff
Electronic Communications
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8000 - OPERATIONS

O 8142
0 8142.01

O 8453
O 8453.01
O 8462
O 8500
O 8510
O 8531
O 8540
O 8600

Criminal History Record Check

Weapons

School Calendar

Religious Holidays

School Day

Public Records

Information Management

Personnel Files

Criminal Justice Information Security (Non-Criminal Justice Agency)
Receipt of Legal Documents

Student Records

Letters of Reference

Confidentiality

Security Breach of Confidential Databases
Animals on District Property

School Safety Information

Environmental Health and Safety Issues
Crisis Intervention

Emergency Situations at Schools
Preparedness for Toxic Hazard and Asbestos Hazard
Reporting Accidents

Control of Casual-Contact Communicable Diseases
Automated External Defibrillators (AED)
Direct Contact Communicable Diseases
Control of Blood-Borne Pathogens
Student Abuse and Neglect

Food Services

Weliness

Free and Reduced-Price Meals

Vending Machines

Transportation
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Nonroutine Use of School Buses

Transportation by Private Vehicle

Insurance

Bonding

Joint Self-Insurance Pool

Religious/Patriotic Ceremonies and Observances
Anti-Fraud
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