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The purpose of YCS is to develop mindful, engaged students with the skill
set, work ethic, and attitude to contribute to a community that honors
diversity, equity and justice.

APRIL 3, 2023
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ACCE UNDERDOGS PARTICIPATE IN THE SEMI-FINALS AT
THEIR SECOND ROBOTICS COMPETITION

The ACCE Underdogs, a new team in the realm of
robotics, have made quite the impression in their
short time competing after a trial run in the
Belleville District Event. They recently made it to the
semi-finals of the First Robotics Championship in
Saline, only their second competition. This
accomplishment is no small feat and speaks to the
team's hard work and dedication. It's inspiring to see
new teams making an impact in the world of
robotics, and we can't wait to see what the future
holds for the ACCE Underdogs.

https://www.ycschools.us/
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Science Club - The students receive instruction from a teacher dedicated to Science.

Playground Upgrades - The 1st-grade playground has received a new structure. This
is the first playscape in the 1st-grade playground area in Ford's history. In addition,
the district is seeking ways to upgrade our kindergarten playground. 

Academic Competitions - Ford will host its 2nd Annual Academic Competitions this
Spring. Math Jeopardy Competition is a 1st-grade competition focused on Geometry,
Number and Operations, Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Math Vocabulary, and
Measurement and Data. The competition will take place on April 5th at 9:00 am. 
The Sight Word Olympics is a sight word/high-frequency word competition.
Students are training their brains to read terms quickly and correctly. Students who
read words can earn a ribbon or a medal. This challenge is designed to get students
and parents excited about learning! The Sight Word Olympics will be held the last
week of May. 

BTN Committee Teams - The Ford BTN Committee consists of 3 teams that meet
monthly. Each team tracks data and sets goals to ensure that all areas of the school
are engaged in continuous improvement. All instructional staff participates in a
couple of their choice. The groups focus on the following areas: instructional
improvement, attendance /climate and culture, and community partnerships/family
engagement. 

MTSS Process - The Ford MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Supports) Team is focused on
supporting individual student needs as soon as possible. We found that more than
monthly meetings were required to help our students. As a result, the MTSS team
meets weekly, resulting in a faster turnaround time to support student's academic
and social-emotional needs.
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PRINCIPAL YOUNG SHARED POINTS OF PRIDE AT YCS

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Principal Daniel Young shared Ford Early Learning
Center's Points of Pride at the April Board of
Education Meeting. Ford ELC offers:

Spanish Immersion Program - Ford Early Learning
Center has been home to a unique program at YCS.
The English and Spanish Dual Language
Immersion program instructs students in 90%
Spanish in Kindergarten and 80% Spanish in 1st
Grade throughout the school day. Our students
speak, read, and write in Spanish and are eager to
share their learning with anyone ready to listen. 
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The Ypsilanti Community Schools Facilities Department recently used its spring
break to make some exciting changes to our district. The ACCE front office received
a much-needed makeover, while the Perry project focused on paving the driveway.
These improvements have not only made the schools more visually appealing, but 
 have also enhanced the overall functionality of the district. It's great to see a
community come together to make positive changes for their schools.

SPRING BREAK MAKEOVERS AT YCS

Ypsilanti Community Schools is seeking
Innovative Educators for the Modern
Classrooms Cohort. The district has
partnered with the Modern Classrooms
Project to empower innovative Ypsilanti
educators with a new approach to
teaching and learning. The Modern
Classrooms Project uses blended, self-
paced, mastery-based learning to create
classrooms where every student's needs
are met daily. Watch examples of
Modern Classrooms at the elementary
and secondary levels. 

We're seeking teacher leaders to enroll
in the Virtual Summer Institute, a 5-
week course that offers classroom-
tested strategies with one-on-one expert
coaching to build classroom-ready
materials.  

INNOVATIVE EDUCATORS FOR THE MODERN
CLASSROOM COHORT

LEARN MORE AND ENROLL BY APRIL 29: WWW.MODERNCLASSROOMS.ORG/YPSILANTI

https://youtu.be/5MvQoDGvG10
https://youtu.be/zrR-KIoggf4
http://www.modernclassrooms.org/ypsilanti


GRIZZLY GAZETTE PAGE 5 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT FOR MICHIGAN EDUCATORS



GRIZZLY GAZETTE PAGE 6 

B E A T T YB E A T T Y WITH ACCEWITH ACCE



Ford Early Learning Center celebrated Reading
Month by wearing hats. Students and staff
participated in the fun-filled week. 

Media Specialist Sean Brandon set up the most
fantastic selection of scholastic books for
students to browse and purchase. This event is
a fundraiser for the school. A percentage of
purchases goes to the school for teachers to
buy books to fill classroom libraries. 

YCS District Administrator Dr. Coscarella volunteered to read aloud to students at 
Estabrook during Reading Month. Reading aloud is a crucial component of literacy 
development. Students of all ages can benefit from hearing an experienced reader 
reading a book.
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ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS INTERESTED IN 
HEALTHCARE FIELDS

The Certified Nurse Assistant (C.N.A.) program is currently enrolling students for the
fall of 2023. Students will experience the world of healthcare career paths like
nursing, dental assistant, radiography, surgical technology, physical therapy
technician, and hospital administration.

C.N.A.s are responsible for helping patients with daily living activities, assisting with
personal hygiene, and maintaining a safe, clean environment. In this program,
students receive hands-on training in basic nursing tasks such as taking vital signs,
moving patients, and providing personal care. In the last portion of the course,
students work in a Long-Term Care Facility and care for residents.

Students who enroll in this program have the opportunity to earn nine college
credits and can take the state C.N.A. exam. The C.N.A. certification also meets one of
the admission requirements for the W.C.C. Nursing Program and many other health
programs. Upon completing the program, students will have earned a C.P.R. and a
C.N.A. certificate!

The application can be found on our website.



MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK MEETS
Monday April 24th - Saline & YCMS @ Pinckney MS - Field Events at 4pm. Running at 4:15pm.

Monday May 1st - Monroe @ YCMS (Shadford Field) - Field Events at 4pm. Running at 4:15pm.

Thursday May 4th - YCMS @ Jackson - Field Events at 4pm. Running at 4:15pm.

Monday May 8th - Bedford @ YCMS (Shadford Field) - Field Events at 4pm. Running at 4:15pm.

Monday May 15th - YCMS & Dexter @ Adrian MS - Field Events at 4pm. Running at 4:15pm.

Monday May 22nd - SEC-MS Championship @ Lincoln HS - TBD

YCS TRACK & FIELD HOME
AWAY

IN THE DISTRICT  
 M
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 4/12/23 - 4/13/23

SCHOOL OF CHOICE PERIOD 2/9/23-10/4/23
1/2 DAY OF SCHOOL 4/7/23
NO SCHOOL 4/10/23
SCHOOL LIBRARIAN APPRECIATION DAY 4/4/2023
PARAPROFESSIONALS APPRECIATION DAY 4/5/2023
NATIONAL ASL DAY 4/15/23
SCHOOL LIBRARIAN APPRECIATION DAY 4/16/23
NATIONAL PUBLIC-SCHOOL VOLUNTEER WEEK 4/17-21/23
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 4/23-29/23
ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALS DAY 4/26/23
POEM IN YOUR POCKET DAY 4/29/23

HAPPENING IN APRIL 
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR HOME MEETS ON APRIL 11TH, 18TH, AND 25TH.

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HEAD COACH - DWAYNE SCOTT
TRACK COACH 

ATHLETICS

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
NATIONAL POETRY MONTH
ARAB AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

MATH AWARENESS MONTH
SCHOOL LIBRARY MONTH

MONTHLONG CELEBRATIONS



HIGH SCHOOL TRACK MEETS
Tuesday April 11th - Adrian @ YCHS (Shadford Field) - Field Events at 4:30pm. Running at 5pm.

Friday April 14h - Tiger Relays @ Belleville HS - Field Events at 3:30pm. Running at 4:30pm.

Tuesday April 18th - Pinckney @ YCHS (Shadford Field) - Field Events at 4:30pm. Running at 

5pm.

Saturday April 22nd - Howell Invitational @ Howell HS - Field Events 

Tuesday April 25th - Jackson @ YCHS (Shadford Field) - Field Events at 4:30pm. Running at 

5pm.

Saturday April 29th - Courageous Invitational @ Wayne State University - Field Events at 10am. 

Running at 11:30am.

Tuesday May 2nd - YCHS & Tecumseh @ Chelsea HS - Field Events at 4:30pm. Running at 5pm.

Friday May 5th - Goodrich Invitational @ Goodrich HS - Field Events at 3:30pm. Running at 4pm.

Friday May 12th - SEC White Championship @ Jackson HS - Field Events at 12pm. Running Finals 

at 3pm.

Friday May 19th - MHSAA Regional Finals @ Saline HS - Field Events at 1pm. Running Events 

2:30pm.

YCS TRACK & FIELD HOME
AWAY

ATHLETICS (CONTINUED)  SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS 

HIGH SCHOOL:
HEAD BOYS & GIRLS COACH – SEAN BRANDON  
DISTANCE COACH – TOM JAREMA 
HURDLES COACH – ARYION MCCOY
SPRINTS COACHES – DOMINIQUE JACKSON & ASHTON SANDERS

TRACK COACHES 
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR HOME MEETS ON APRIL 11TH, 18TH, AND 25TH.
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Ypsilanti Community Schools is a PreK-12 district that offers students and 
families access to a rigorous culturally responsive curriculum  through 
individualized support that helps students advance their learning. We offer 
project-based learning, Small Learning Communities (SLCs), small class 
sizes, high dosage tutoring, a K-5 and 6-12 International Baccalaureate 
curriculum, a STEMM Middle College, Dual Enrollment, a comprehensive Fine 
Arts program, and a highly qualified teaching staff that cares about the 
relationships we have with our students and families.

We are committed to providing every student with an education that 
supports voice, choice, and student agency. We use restorative practices to 
create a culture of belonging where we do with and not to students and we 
are intentional to ensure that every student is seen, heard, understood, 
valued, respected, and cared for. 

About Ypsilanti Community Schools

YCS is  — Academical ly  strong and committed to  transforming in  ways  that  
help  students  thr ive.
YCS is  — The choice  for  a  t rusted,  re l iauble,  and social ly  just  distr ict .
YCS is  — A  sense of  connect ion for  famil ies  and students  in  a  distr ict  where
each and everyone is  valued and belongs.
YCS is  — Your  consistently  wel l -managed and organized school  distr ict .

YPSILANTI COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

The purpose of  YCS is  to  develop mindful ,  engaged students  with  the ski l l
set ,  work  ethic ,  and att i tude to  contr ibute  to  a  community  that  honors
divers i ty ,  equity  and just ice.

DR. CELESTE HAWKINS, PRESIDENT

SHARON LEE, VICE PRESIDENT

MARIA GOODRICH, SECRETARY

GILLIAN GAINSLEY, TREASURER

YVONNE FIELDS, TRUSTEE

MEREDITH SCHINDLER, TRUSTEE

M. JEANICE TOWNSEND, TRUSTEE

Board of Education YCS Administration
DR. ALENA ZACHERY-ROSS
SUPERINTENDENT
DR. CARLOS LOPEZ
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
SUE M CARTY
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES
DR. MARK COSCARELLA
SEEK GRANT PROJECT DIRECTOR 
DAMIEN BUTLER
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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